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 News 

newsletter is produced by Oxfordshire Play Association 
on behalf of the Oxfordshire Play Partnership (OPP), a 

group of organisations whose aim is to increase the amount and quality of play 
opportunities for children and young people aged 0-19 years across Oxfordshire.  
OPP creates and updates the Oxfordshire Play Strategy — this and lots of other OPP 
info is available on Oxfordshire Play Association’s website www.oxonplay.org.uk — 
see under ‘Play Resources’. 
 

For further information about OPP, 
Inspiring Play or any other aspect of play and playwork, 

contact Oxfordshire Play Association: 
Tel: 01865 779474;  email: enquiries@oxonplay.org.uk; 

www.oxonplay.org.uk. 

 

Thousands attend 
first Play Day Events 
 

Oxfordshire’s Play Day events are in full 
swing, with the first events having nearly 

2,000 at each. 
 

Martin Gillett, manager of Oxfordshire Play 
Association, is the organiser of 10 of the 
county’s Play Day events, said there is 

something for all ages of young people and 
their families, and that attendance is up this 

year by as much as 40%.   
 
“One 10-year old asked me, “Is everything free?  
Do we just get to play with loads of things?  
Thanks!”  He couldn’t believe his luck!” 
 
The remaining FREE Play Day events are listed 
below.  All ages welcome. 
 
Sat 8 June Bicester Garrison, Ambrosden 
Sat 13 July Rose Hill Recreation Ground 
Wed 24 July People’s Park, Banbury 
Thurs 25 July Edmonds Park, Didcot 
Wed 31 July Ox Rd Playing Field, Eynsham 
Wed 7 Aug Garth Park, Bicester 
Wed 28 Aug Dalton Barracks, Abingdon 
 

All the Play Days run from 11-3pm 
 

And also… 
OPA is organising the Leys Fair this year, so 
expect lots of playfulness there: 
 

Sat 7 Sept  Blackbird Leys Park, 12-4pm 
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The Register of Playwork Professionals has been developed by 
SkillsActive. The Register will ensure that standards within the 
Playwork industry are kept to a high level. 
 

“The Register will help ensure that the playwork sector is 
recognised for the very valuable contributions playworkers 
make to the lives of our children. It will raise the profile of 
playwork within the children's workforce, ensure high quality 

throughout the industry and increase professionalism 
throughout the playwork sector.” 

 

Lesli Godfrey, UK Strategic Lead for Playwork and the Children's 
Workforce, SkillsActive. 

 
The Register of Playwork Professionals will: 

• Recognise the importance of the role playworkers perform in the provision of play 
opportunities; 

• Offer much needed reassurance to parents or carers that staff working with their 
children (aged 4-16 years old) are appropriately qualified; 

• Provide a system of regulation to ensure that individuals meet agreed National 
Occupational Standards, which describe the knowledge, competence and skills of 
good playwork practice. 

 
For further information about the Register of Playwork 

Professionals, visit www.playworkregister.org  
 

SkillsActive is the Sector Skills Council for Active Leisure, Learning and Well-being. 

Funding is available from a young person-led fund 

called the Positive Activities Fund (PAF). This 

fund is granted to groups which increase positive 

activities for young people aged between 11 – 19 

and up to 24 inclusive for those with learning 

difficulties or disabilities across Oxfordshire. 

Young people lead the applications and make the 

bids. 
 

Grants of up to £6,000 are available. More info: 
 

http://oxcentric.oxme.info/cms/content/

positive-activities-fund-april-2013-update 
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Get Playful in the Garden— 
Oxford in Bloom launches for 2013 

 

Oxford in Bloom is going for gold this year as it launches its 2013 competition and helps in the 
city’s regional Britain in Bloom entry. Gardeners young and old, businesses, schools and 
community groups within the City boundary are invited to enter.  
 
Categories include best kept gardens, beautiful containers, balconies or commercial and 
community displays as well as Junior Oxford in Bloom and gardening for the disabled.  Prizes 
are awarded to the top three in each category, and range from £25 to £100 and include a 
certificate and trophy to the winner. 
 
You can enter online at www.oxford.gov.uk/oxfordinbloom, or application forms are available 
from council offices, Templars Square shopping centre and city council customer services 
outlets. 
 
Closing date for entries is Monday 1st July for schools and nurseries and Monday 15th July for all 
other categories. If you would like to find out more please contact Oxford City Council’s Parks 
Service on 01865 252240, email parks@oxford.gov.uk or visit www.oxford.gov.uk. 

Your views on Parks, Play Areas, Pavilions and Open Spaces in Oxford 2013 
 
Oxford City Council is interested in hearing your views on parks, play areas, pavilions and opens 
spaces in Oxford. This annual survey helps the council to identify areas for improvement, provides 
evidence to support capital bids, and allows the council to consider trends over time. 

Participate in this consultation 

If clicking on the above link does not work, 'Copy' and 'Paste' the following line above into your 
web browser's address bar: 
http://consultation.oxford.gov.uk/consult.ti/lpcsatisfaction/consultationHome  
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By Jane Beaumont 
 

Like so many people, I was introduced the world of play therapy after reading Dibs, In Search 
of Self by Virginia Axline. That was about the sum of my knowledge on the subject before I 
trained, I’m ashamed to say.  
 
The years since my training have been rich with a variety of learning experiences and I have 
never once dared to take off my ‘L’ plates – well, why would I? I am always only the honoured 
guest within the child’s therapy space. Whenever I think I know a thing or two as a therapist, 
it has always been my experience that I end up treading too heavily and taking the pace of the 
therapy into my own hands.   
 
Last week I was with a six-year-old boy; it was our first meeting. I was watching him closely, 
studying his face for clues as to how he was feeling. I began to tiptoe towards him and 
ventured a comment, “I see that your clever brain is trying to work out what to play with 
first”. There was a long pause and he said gently, “It’s not my clever brain, it’s my awesome 
brain”. Yes, silly me, an awesome brain would be far better, obviously! 
 
And our brains are indeed awesome. They are in total control of all we think and do. Without 
brain-change no behaviour change can ever happen.  
 
During the past year I have made a decisive shift in my play therapy practice that came about 
almost by accident. This shift or focus has brought me into an exciting place where I teach all 
the children I work with about the awesome power of their 
brains and how they can learn to listen to them and 
understand how they work.  
 
In February 2012, after sitting for many weeks with a child 
who did not feel able to speak to me, I started wondering 
aloud about her and what I thought might be happening 
inside her brain.  Tentatively I said, “It looks like Sophie’s 
clever brain has decided to choose to draw a picture rather 
than play in the sand tray, like she did last week”. Then a 
little later I added,  “I’m finding it difficult to imagine 
what’s going on for Sophie, but if I wait a while and watch 
what she’s doing I might get a clue as to what is happening 
in her clever brain”.  
 
You might be wondering why I keep using the word ‘clever’ 
brain? Well, it gives weight and significance to the power of 
the child’s thinking mind. I want them to know that their 
mind is constantly active, even though they are not 

A sand tray with a variety of objects, 
providing choice and control in play. 
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 conscious of what is happening. Even if they choose not to speak to me I am able to gain insight 
into what is happening by watching their facial expressions, for example, or from noticing the 
slightest change in their behaviour.  
 
Once with Sophie, I noticed her eyes flicking away to another toy, “Oh, it looks like you are 
wondering about choosing another toy. It looks like your brain is thinking it’s time for a 
change”, I said. Bit by bit I watched this child almost coming to rely on my interpretation of 
what was happening within her own head. Then one day she said, “My clever brain wants to tell 
your clever brain a story”. And she did. 
 
I have just discovered that children really can understand when you talk about their clever 
brains. They understand their brains as control panels and that they can learn to track their 
thinking. Recently a child became distressed in a play therapy session and took himself to the 
back of the room and lay his head down on a cushion. I said, “I see that’s what you need right 
now”, and he said, “I need to wait until my jumpy head gets still and then I know I’ll be ok 
again”. 

 
The most useful bit of visual equipment used to demonstrate a 
busy, hyper or cortisol-flooded brain has been a snow globe – 
the sort filled with sparkly snow bits. (Note: Cortisol is the 
hormone that speeds us into action. Sometimes referred to as 
the fight/flight/freeze hormone). Children use the dome to 
show how their brains feel when they get upset or distressed. 
And adults can use it to show that they see when the child is 
overwhelmed with emotions, by shaking it and reflecting on 
what the child might be feeling inside.  
 
When I was working with two siblings recently, one of the 
children appeared tearful when we collected her from class. 
So her brother put an arm around her and said, “It’s like the 
snow dome in your head right now sis, so let's get to the play 
therapy room, because when we start playing you will start 
feeling better and the jumpy snow bits will start to settle in 
your clever head”. 

 
 

Play is indeed a remarkable thing for children because it actually helps them to relax, 
understand some of their complex feelings and take greater control of their thoughts. If 
children can begin to see that they have the power to manage their clever brains then we 
empower them to be masters and regulators of their own minds in a conscious way. 
 
One child once said to me, “Sometimes the chattering monkeys in my head get too noisy, but I 
know how to make them quiet now. I go and play and they get still and sometimes when I sing, 
they go to sleep. I wish my mummy knew how to turn off her monkeys, then she would be 
happier”.  
 

Jane is a play therapist and primary school teacher in Oxford, with over 20 years’ 
experience working with children and families in state and independent schools. 

She has a Masters in Play Therapy and is a member of the BAPT (British Association 
of Play Therapists). 

 

www.oxfordtherapist.co.uk 

A sand tray with another ‘world’ and a 
variety of play items around the room. 
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? ? ?  Play in Peril ? ? ? 

PLAY IN PERIL is an ‘Index of Endangered Play Services’.    

It aims to document any cuts, cutbacks and closures of ‘play 

environments’ (which is just shorthand for anything that 

offers play opportunities to children, such as a play area, a 

childcare facility, play centre, park, a school playing field or 

adventure playground).  
 

IF you know of a play project (playscheme, play centre, after-school club, play-

based childcare, hospital play, anything that offers play, not forgetting adventure 

playgrounds), that is being cut, cutback or closed, that has gone completely, or is 

just limping along, maybe only open for one or two sessions a week with almost no 

staff or volunteers… 
 

   THEN file a report on the Play in Peril website: 
     http://playinperil.wordpress.com/ 

Review of  

The Wild Weather 

Book 
by Fiona Danks and Jo Schofield 

 

Oxfordshire authors Fiona Danks and Jo Schofield, 

authors of ’Nature's Playground’ and ’The Stick Book’, 

have created another useable masterpiece of a book.  

When you look inside, a feast of colourful photos meets 

your eyes.  Each activity is short, easy to follow and 

beautifully illustrated with full colour photos of inspiring 

and easy-to-do ideas. 

 

Some are old favourites, such as lying on the ground 

when it starts raining, and jumping up to see your dry 

outline, as well as many novel ways of playing in the 

weather—Snowball Sculptures, Ice Decorations, Rain 

Paintings, Water Runs, Wind Wishes—each idea 

requires little, if any, equipment, and can be done in 

any outside space. 

As Britain seems to have its fair share of wild weather, this book will be useful at any time of year, 

with its sections on ‘Rainy Days’, ‘Snowy Days’, ‘Windy Days’ and ‘Icy Days’. 

 

The attractive book manages to feel substantial yet dinky at the same time, and its size makes it 

very handy for putting in your bag or taking on a trip. 

 

It’s often adults who prevent children and young people from playing in ‘inclement weather’, so 

this book will be a gift for anyone who wants to encourage more outdoor play –whatever the 

weather! 
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Small village bringing inclusive play to Oxfordshire   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
To find out more information or contact the project, please visit 

www.tackleyvillage.co.uk/playground.html 
 or email the project at playground@tackleyvillage.co.uk 

If you would like to support this project, you can donate online via 
https://mydonate.bt.com/charities/tackleyplaygroundproject 

benefit all children in Tackley and the 
surrounding community. Inclusive play 
and social opportunities are crucial for 
developing strong communities for the 
future which foster an understanding and 
value all people as individuals’ explains 
John Riches, Bardwell School 
Headteacher.  
 
The lack of inclusive playgrounds in the 
area will make the new playground 
extremely desirable, especially due to 
the amenities and accessibility already 
available at the current site, including 
the disabled parking bays and disabled 
toilet facilities, as well as the coffee 
shop and community-run village shop.  
 
The Playground Project, which is a 
registered charity and consists of a small 
number of parents in the village, is well 
underway with its local fundraising 
initiatives and grant applications to try 
and raise the substantial funds required 
to make this much needed facility a 
reality.  

Tackley, well known for its community-
driven projects, recently unveiled its 
final design for a new inclusive 
playground. The design received 
unanimous approval from all those 
attending the special unveiling event, 
including children from Bardwell School 
and Tackley Primary School. The 
children also had the opportunity to add 
the final touches to the design, 
including selecting preferred designs for 
sensory panels, choosing between two 
options for trampolines and also 
adv i s ing  on  some outstanding 
accessibility issues. 
The new playground will enable children 
of all abilities to play together in a fun, 
safe and stimulating environment. 
Importantly, the design is based on 
feedback from consultations and 
includes a zip wire, wheelchair access 
roundabout, raised level mounded area, 
sensory planting, two person slide, 
tactile boulders and a tunnel.  
 
‘This is an exciting project that will 
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Important! Revised documents for Ofsted-registered settings 
 
Ofsted have published revised versions of several more documents on the Ofsted website 
(www.ofsted.gov.uk). These include: 
 
Factsheet: Childcare - Committee-run registered childcare provision Ref: 090003 
 
Factsheet: Childcare - Disclosure and Barring Service (DBS) checks for 
those providers who register with Ofsted Ref: 090103 
 
Factsheet: Childcare - Triggers for inspections of those on the Early Years 
and Childcare Registers Ref: 080179  
 
Factsheet: Childcare - Requirements for the Childcare Register: childcare providers on non-
domestic or domestic premises  Ref: 080143 
 
Factsheet: Childcare - Requirements for the Childcare Register: childminders and home 
childcarers  Ref: 080161 
 
Inspecting registered providers with no children on roll or no children present at the time of the 
inspection Ref: 080173  
             
Applying to waive disqualification Ref: 080054 
 
Childcare registration form - Health declaration booklet Ref: 080020 
Changes- Updated Ofsted address to be in line with other documents 
 
Publishing contact details for childcare providers on domestic premises on the Ofsted website: 
consent form and Q&A 
 
Compliance, investigation and enforcement handbook: childminding and childcare (CIE 
handbook) - sets out the legal background to compliance and enforcement work, Ofsted’s 
approach to this work and the extent of their powers.  http://www.ofsted.gov.uk/resources/
compliance-investigation-and-enforcement-handbook-childminding-and-childcare 
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FREE Safeguarding training - availability in 2013 
 
All courses are run through Oxfordshire Safeguarding 
Children Board. See www.oscb.gov.uk.  
Click on ‘Training’, then ‘Booking for OSCB training courses’ and 'View our courses’. Call 
01865 815843 if you have difficulties with booking. There is no charge for attending this 
training. 
 
Specialist Safeguarding Training - 18

th
 July 2013, County Hall, Oxford 

 
Specialist Safeguarding Refresher - 16

th
 July 2013, County Hall, Oxford 

 
Generalist Safeguarding -  
 6

th
 June 2013, County Hall 

 18
th
 June 2013, Cherwell District Council Offices 

 
Early Years Safeguarding Courses 
Note: It’s fine to attend the ones that aren’t described as being for Play Workers, Early 
Years and Childcare settings, however they maybe more relevant! The childcare ones are 
promoted in this way, because they run at times/days that are generally more convenient 
for those working with children. 
 
Early Years & Childcare settings -  
 Specialist Safeguarding Refresher - 13

th
 July 2013,County Hall, Oxford 

 
Play Workers, Early Years and Child Care Settings -  
 Generalist Safeguarding- 13

th
 July, County Hall, Oxford 

 Specialist Safeguarding- 20
th
 July, County Hall, Oxford  

 
For further specific courses please see the OSCB website. 

Drumming session for Holiday Playscheme 
 
The Larkrise Holiday Playscheme invited a drummer Natty Samuels during the Easter 
Holiday. Natty brought his drums and they sang Nursery Rhymes with the drum as well as 
creating their own beats. Children, particularly older children, enjoyed the session very 
much, exploring their own beats and songs.  
 
If you are interested in finding out more about Natty for your group, please contact 
Masako Sparrowhawk on 01865 323043, or email: 
masako.sparrowhawk@oxfordshire.gov.uk or Larkrise School playleader Gemma Richmond 
on 01865 721476. This session was funded by Community Childcare & Play Team, 
Oxfordshire County Council.  
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What are the 

priorities for 
children? 

In a Children’s Society’s report, 
‘Promoting Positive Well-being for 
Children’, they list six priorities for 
children’s well-being: 
 

1. The conditions to learn and develop; 
2. A positive view of themselves and an 

identity that is respected; 
3. Have enough of what matters; 
4. Positive relationships with family 

and friends; 
5. A safe and suitable home 

environment and local area; 
6. Opportunity to take part in positive 

activities to thrive. 
 

What would children and young 
people suggest are their priorities?  
Would they agree with the report? 
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Inspiring Play is produced 4 times a year by Oxfordshire Play Association 
on behalf of the Oxfordshire Play Partnership.  

 

Deadlines: 
March edition: 14th February     June edition: 14th May 

September edition: 7th September       December edition: 14th November 

Next Next Next Next     

deadline deadline deadline deadline 

isisisis    

7.9.137.9.137.9.137.9.13    


