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 News 
FREE Playday Events coming soon near you... 

 Wednesday 6th June, 10—3pm at Vauxhall Barracks, Didcot  

 Thursday 7th June, 10—3pm at Shrivenham Defence Academy  

 Saturday 9th June, 10—3pm at Dalton Barracks, Abingdon  

 Wednesday 25th July, 11—3pm, Banbury Playday at People‘s Park 

 Thursday 26th July, 11—3pm,  Leys Play & Activity Day at Blackbird Leys Park 

 Wednesday 1st August, 11—3pm, West Oxfordshire Playday at The Leys Rec, Witney 

 Wednesday 1st August, 11—3pm, Bicester Activity Day & Teddy Bears‘ Picnic at Garth Park 

 Wednesday 8th August, 11—3pm ,Kidlington Play & Activity Day at Exeter Hall Park 

 Saturday 15th September, 10—3pm, Hill End Playday at Hill End Centre, Farmoor 

newsletter is produced by Oxfordshire Play Association on 
behalf of the Oxfordshire Play Partnership, a group of 

organisations whose aim is to increase the amount and quality of play opportunities for 
children and young people aged approx 0-19 years across Oxfordshire.  OPP creates and 
updates the Oxfordshire Play Strategy — this and lots of other OPP info is available on 
Oxfordshire Play Association‘s website www.oxonplay.org.uk — see under ‗Play 
Resources‘. 

For further information about OPP, 
Inspiring Play or any other aspect of play and playwork, 

contact Oxfordshire Play Association: 

Tel: 01865 779474;  email: enquiries@oxonplay.org.uk. 

 

PLAYFUL 

DATE  
FOR  

THE  

DIARY! 
 

Oxfordshire 

Play Partnership 

are organising 

an exciting 

Oxfordshire 
Play Conference 

in March 2013. 

Watch this 

space for more 

info! 

Oxfordshire‘s Playful Woodlands 
 

OPA are starting a new project to create 
some Playful Woodlands in Oxfordshire.   
 

There will be a pilot of 3 Playful 
Woodlands to start with, and we are 
speaking with woodland owners/ 
managers, carpenters and play experts.  
If you would like to be involved or find out more, please 
contact Jane Gallagher at OPA—details on back page. 

Play Boxes for Inspiration 
If you want some fresh ideas to use with children and 

young people of all ages, try OPA‘s Play Boxes.  There 

are a wide selection to choose from, including badge 
makers, and from only £5 per week to hire, they are 

great value too.  We also have some new fabulous 

sensory Play Boxes.  See OPA contact details below. 



3 

 

Community Games – 
Inspire your Community 

 

Community groups have a fantastic opportunity this summer to bring people 
together to take part in sporting and cultural events in celebration of London 2012. 
 

A ‗Community Games‘ can be an existing event that could be altered slightly or a 
brand new event. The Games do not have to be centred on Olympic sports; anything 
goes, so think… 

 Aunt Sally tournaments 
 Street Sports Days – helping people meet their neighbours 
 Olympic torch papier-mâché 
 Tug-of-war, dance, wheelbarrow races, skateboarding contests, playfulness. 

 

Get local people involved with the community around them and promote the 
festival spirit of London 2012.  
 

For more information visit www.communitygames.org.uk. See below for information 
about small grants and a workshop available to help run Community Games events. 

FREE Community 

Games Workshop 
On 7th June the Oxfordshire Sports 
Partnership are running an "Organising and 
Promoting Your Community Games" 
workshop at Oxford Town Hall. 
 

The workshop will be split into two halves. 
From 6.30-8.00pm we will cover 
‗Organising a Community Games‘ and from 
8.00-9.30pm we will cover ‗Promoting and 
Marketing Your Games‘. Refreshments will 
be available from 6pm. 
 

To book your place please contact Zoe 
O'Neill zo'neill@oxfordshiresport.org or 
call 01865 252676. 

PS: The Community Games Fund is 

now open, with a grant of up to £250 

to support community events in 2012.  

It aims to help communities to come 

together to host a sporting and 

cultural celebration of real local 

significance inspired by the London 

Olympic and Paralympic Games. 
 

If you are interested in finding out 

more, want to search for Games 

happening in Oxfordshire or would like 

to organise a Community Games event, 

then please visit the Community 

Games website: 

www.communitygames.org.uk 

http://www.communitygames.org.uk/
mailto:zo'neill@oxfordshiresport.org%20or%20call%2001865%20252676?subject=Community%20Games%20Workshop%20Booking
http://www.communitygames.org.uk/
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By Jane Gallagher 

 
I consider us to be quite a ‗normal‘ family—we 

have fun together, argue a bit, worry about not 

eating together at the table every mealtime—that 
sort of thing.  Our two daughters aged 8 and 6 

have some periods of time where they get on 

brilliantly, usually when they have a shared game—
but a recent game seems to be an example of 

‗Deep Play‘...it made us laugh...and worry a little! 

 
They asked if they could 

make a poster on the 

computer for their game—fine.  I helped get a photo of a 
rat and a spider.  ―What‘s it for?‖ I asked.  ―Just for the 

game,‖ said my 8 year old. 

 
―Don‘t come in here,‖ said my 6 year old, pointing to a 

box room, ―No one‘s allowed in here.‖  ―OK,‖ I said (but 

with a surreptitious peek, I saw they were playing with a 
large doll). 

 

Later, when the game was long abandoned, I came across ‗Big Doll‘ - her arms 
were tied behind her back and her legs were tied together with some skipping 

ropes.  A large label was across her mouth.  The poster on the door told people 
that it was a cellar, and that there might be the old spider and rat.. 

 

I asked them what was going on in the scene—‖Big Girl got kidnapped, and 
taken to a cellar and tied up.‖ ―Where did you get the idea from?‖ I asked.  

―Some friends and I were playing Harry Potter at playtime,‖ came the reply, 

and they ran off to play teachers.   

Deep Play? 

Aston Street became Oxford's 4th Playing Out street 
on 22nd May. Some residents organised their first 
ever street play session after attending one of the 
Oxford Playing Out free workshops. Charlotte, one 
of the organiser residents said, ―It was truly a great 
way to get adults and kids together and support our 
community spirit‖. She added that feedback from 
neighbours had been very positive—and that they 
are already planning their next one! 

4th 

Oxford 

Playing 

Out 

Street 

Play! 
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 By Alison Partridge 
Why? 

 They have a right under Articles 12 and 13 of UN Convention on the Rights of the 
Child 

 They help us improve services and come 
up with new and creative ideas 

 They develop skills, knowledge, 
confidence and friendships that help 
them in other areas of their lives 

 It challenges stereotyped thinking about 
what people can and can‘t do 

 It draws on the strengths of the 
community – through children, young 
people, their families and schools 

 
When? 

 Children and young people can be involved in every area of governance and services - 
including planning, recruiting, commissioning, co-designing, co-delivering, reviewing, 
monitoring etc – but it should be proportional to the activity, non-tokenistic and well 
supported.   

 
How?  Some questions to ask yourself …. 

 Is involving children and young people reflected in the values of the organisation? 
Have you got management sign up?  

 Is the activity well-planned? Are there trained and experienced staff? Is there 
sufficient resource? 

 What will children and young people‘s views and ideas influence? What power will 
they have? Do they understand the parameters of their power? 

 Have you involved children and young people in devising creative ways to discuss 
things? Have you used available national and local resources to help you? (e.g. 
www.participationworks.org.uk or www.OXME.info)  

 Have you involved diverse groups of children and young people, including those who 
might not usually take part?  

 Have you identified a budget and forecast the costs? 

 How will you recognise and reward children and young people‘s expertise, time and 
energy? 

 Have you decided how you will feedback on what happened?  

 Have you planned an evaluation of the activity against some outcome measures? How 
will you capture the learning for next time? 

 Is it going to be fun? Are there plenty of food and breaks?! 

 
Once you‘ve done all that – it should go playfully well - and whatever you‘re 

planning will benefit from the involvement of children and young people!  

Many new play areas involved young people in the decisions 

http://www.participationworks.org.uk
http://www.OXME.info
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You may have noticed there have been quite a few lists of things 

to do before children reach a certain age, most notably one from 

the National Trust, which hit the news headlines recently.  Here 

are two of the lists—maybe you can make your own list! 
 

Also—OCC‘s Community Childcare and Play Teams have put 

together a brilliant ‗101 outside play ideas‘ - you can find it on the 

OPA website (www.oxonplay.org.uk) - on the ‗Home‘ page. 

50 things to do 

before you're 11¾ 

1) Climb a tree 
2) Roll down a really big hill 
3) Camp out in the wild 
4) Build a den 
5) Skim a stone 
6) Run around in the rain 
7) Fly a kite 
8) Catch a fish with a net 
9) Eat an apple straight from a tree 
10) Play conkers 
11) Throw some snow 
12) Hunt for treasure on the beach 
13) Make a mud pie 
14) Dam a stream 
15) Go sledging 
16) Bury someone in the sand 
17) Set up a snail race 
18) Balance on a fallen tree 
19) Swing on a rope swing 
20) Make a mud slide 
21) Eat blackberries growing in the 

wild 
22) Take a look inside a tree 
23) Visit an island 
24) Feel like you're flying in the wind 
25) Make a grass trumpet 
 

26) Hunt for fossils and bones 
27) Watch the sun wake up 
28) Climb a huge hill 
29) Get behind a waterfall 
30) Feed a bird from your hand 
31) Hunt for bugs 
32) Find some frogspawn 
33) Catch a butterfly in a net 
34) Track wild animals 
35) Discover what's in a pond 
36) Call an owl 
37) Check out the crazy 

creatures in a rock pool 
38) Bring up a butterfly 
39) Catch a crab 
40) Go on a nature walk at night 
41) Plant it, grow it, eat it 
42) Go wild swimming 
43) Go rafting 
44) Light a fire without matches 
45) Find your way with a map 

and compass 
46) Try bouldering 
47) Cook on a campfire 
48) Try abseiling 
49) Find a geocache 
50) Canoe down a river 

For an interactive version, go to: www.50things.org.uk 

OCC‘s Community Childcare and Play Teams are running a challenge 
in Oxford city to see which after school club can do the most things 
from the list and win £300! We will report back in the next issue! 
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Bear Grylls’ Top Ten Things 

To Do Before You’re Ten 
1) Perfect the perfect hill roll 

2) Become a hide-and-seek 
champion 

3) Go sledging - on sand 

4) Build a den - indoors or out 

5) Build a rope swing 

6) Nurse that sting 

7) Try and count the stars 

8) Make a mud pie 

9) Make a compass 

10) Pick your own pudding 
 

Full list and further ideas about them:  

http://www.persil.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/Top

-Ten-Things-To-Do.pdf  

We live in an age of X-Boxes and TV-on-

demand. But there is so much more to life. 
Great outdoor activities transcend the 

generation gap, and soggy wellies, grassy 
knees and muddy feet should all still be part 
of growing up. 

      Bear Grylls 

 

http://www.persil.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/Top-Ten-Things-To-Do.pdf
http://www.persil.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/Top-Ten-Things-To-Do.pdf
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Donnington Doorstep’s youth group was 
awarded £200 by the ‘Oxford City area 
Childcare Development Fund’ to provide a day 
trip for a group of girls and young women to 
have a fabulous day on ‘Biddy’s Dream’ – the 
wonderful canal boat run by The Dovecote in 
the Leys.  The boat is a community resource, 
offering an exciting, challenging and fun way 
to introduce young people to the natural 
environment. 

Nine young women 
came, ranging from 
ages 11-19 years. The 
focus of the trip was 
‚building self-
esteem‛. The Boat is 
beautifully equipped 
and gave us  perfect 
space to explore 
issues and have a 
great deal of fun. 
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For more information about activities for young people at     
Donnington Doorstep, please contact Marie Nolan on 

01865 727721 or 07901 656686. 
For more information about hiring Biddy’s Dream canal boat, 

contact Carol Richards at the Dovecote on 
01865 712299. 

With the guidance 
of the helms people, 
each of the young 
women learned to 
change locks and 
had a go at steering 
the boat, whilst 
exploring some of 
O x f o r d s h i r e ’ s 
countryside in a new 
way. 

Onboard the boat, the 
young women enjoyed 
face packs and massages. 

All in all there can be no doubt that this trip 
proved to be an excellent tool in raising self-
esteem and building relationships between workers 
and young people. At the end of the day the young 
women were all happy and exhausted. All said they 
had really enjoyed the experience. 
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Short Courses: 
There are some places available on the OPA short courses. Come along if you want to get 

some playful ideas or just to have some fun!  They include: 
 

 Inclusive Play – Tuesday 12th June, 6.30-8.30pm, Ladygrove Children‘s Centre, Didcot  

 Healthy Snacks – Monday 18th June, 6.30-8.30pm, North Banbury Children‘s Centre 

 Mad Professors‘ Workshop – Tuesday 26th June, 6.30-8.30pm, Wantage Children‘s Centre  
 

See more details on the OPA website at www.oxonplay.org.uk. 

  

Take 5 for Play,  QCF Level 3 Transitional Award,  QCF Level 2 & Level 3: 

Have a look at our website for information on all playwork training and qualifications.  You 

can start the level 2 or level 3 Playwork qualifications at any time, as they are ―roll on, roll 

off‖.  There will be a new Transitional Award starting in September for anyone with an 

appropriate early years qualification.   We can put on training if there are enough people.  

Call us to find out more. 

  

OPA Training Inspection—Report 
We had our first CACHE Quality Standards Monitoring visit for the new QCF systems on 16th 
March.  Julie Berryman, our new Centre Advisor, spent the day with us at OPA going through 
all our quality assurance systems.  She gave us a glowing report and said: 
 
“From the evidence seen it has shown that OPA has a supportive team, 
and are very experienced in their specialised area of 
Playwork.  Today’s monitoring activity has shown that the Centre has 
sound systems in place and the evidence sampled has reflected a 
robust Internal Quality Assurance process that is being implemented.” 
 
As quoted by the Centre Advisor, we are very fortunate at OPA to have a 
fantastic team of assessors, tutors and Internal Quality Assurers who work well together to 
continuously meet learners‘ needs and ensure that a high quality of playwork training is 
provided. Well done everyone and thank you for all your help. 

 
If you would like further information on any courses or any play/ playwork 

training matters, please contact Brid Muldoon or visit the 
OPA website to view all the courses and play training we have on offer. 

trainingofficer@oxonplay.org.uk; www.oxonplay.org.uk; Tel: 01865 779474. 

From Brid 
Muldoon, OPA 

Training Officer 

Don’t forget that Oxfordshire Play Partnership have some 

items that can be borrowed AT NO CHARGE to promote play 

around   the  county  —  there  are  4   double-sided   colourful  

mailto:trainingofficer@oxonplay.org.uk
http://www.oxonplay.org.uk/
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Children come 
out in force 
for Play Day 

Saturday 14th April 2012,  By Sam McGregor 

HUNDREDS of children had a go 
at face painting, juggling and junk 
modelling at a play day to 
celebrate the county’s links to the 
military. 

 

Organised by Oxfordshire Play 
Association, the first of six Armed 
Forces Play Days took place 
around the Families Centre, in 
Ambrosden, near Bicester, on 
Thursday. Almost 1,000 people 
dropped into the event to try their 
hand at free activities including a 
bouncy castle, climbing wall, go-
karts and circus skills. 

 

Amanda Saint and daughter Isla, 
six, travelled from Chinnor to join 
a friend for the play day. 

She said: “It was brilliant, the kids 
had a good time and it was hard to 
drag them away. 
 
“Isla loved the climbing wall. She was 
a bit nervous and went back for a 
second go. She felt she had achieved 
something.” 
 
Louise McDowall, whose son Aaron, 
seven, said: “Aaron loved the quad 
bike and football skills with Oxford 
United’s Peter Rhoades-Brown.” 
 
The next play days take place at: 
Vauxhall Barracks, in Didcot, on 
Wednesday, June 6; Defence 
Academy, Shrivenham, on June 7, 
and Dalton Barracks, Abingdon, on 
June 9. 

One of the display boards at a recent Play Day event 

promoting play display boards, a plasma 40‖ 

television and an A-frame blackboard for writing 

on / playing with—call OPA on 01865 779474. 

http://www.oxfordtimes.co.uk/news/biog/32816
http://www.thisisunited.com/
http://www.thisisunited.com/
http://www.oxfordtimes.co.uk/search/?search=%22Vauxhall+Barracks%22
http://www.oxfordtimes.co.uk/search/?search=Dalton+Barracks
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Lady of Light 
By Natty Mark Samuels, Leys C.D.I. Youth Project 

 
From two Greek words meaning light and drawing – drawing with light, the first photographs 
were taken in the early part of the 19th century.  It is this pioneering art form in which Sayche' 

Durant-Edmead has chosen to express 
herself. 
    Under the influence of her mentor, 
Ishmael Jackson, a multi-media specialist, 
she is learning the craft of the 
photographer.  As well as this tuition given 
at the C.D.I. Youth Project in Blackbird 
Leys, she's signed up for a media/
photography course at her school – 
St.Gregory‘s in Oxford. 
    She spoke to me of her desire to 
specialise in colour, rather than black and 
white, or sepia. To focus on distinctions in 
variety of tone. 
    Further to this, she stated a preference 
for studio settings and portraiture. The 
dream of doing celebrity shots, for 
magazines and newspapers. 
   Sayche' was the official photographer at 

the  C.D.I. residential last summer, as well as at the recent re-opening of B.L.A.P. (Blackbird 
Leys Adventure Playground). She has had a photograph published by Lissan, an Ethiopian arts 
and culture magazine, and Daily Info, a popular Oxfordshire publication. 
    We look forward to further evidence of her developing skills: of portraits, published 
photographs and exhibitions.  
    Where as most young people I've spoken to have chosen music or dance as there favoured 
mode of expression, she is quite unique in choosing photography. A pioneering youth -  a 
young lady of light. 

Source: anon 
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 LOVELY OFFICE TO LET  
 

Due to the relocation of our existing tenant, we currently have 
an Office and Meeting Room to let next door to OPA. 

First Floor Offices, Temple Cowley United Reformed Church, Oxford Road, Temple Cowley, 
Oxford OX4 2ES (opp Cowley Police Station) 

 
Prime location just within the Oxford Ring Road (c.3 miles from Oxford City Centre), 

Ample Free Parking Directly Outside, on Main Bus Routes. 
 

Office Measures 20.2ft x 18.5ft (360 sq ft) – 6.15m x 
5.62m (34.6 sq m) 

Meeting Room Measures 11.7ft x 8.8ft (103 sq ft) – 
3.54m x 2.7m (9.5 sq m) 

Current Rent Contribution = £580.47 Per Month / 
£6,965.66 Per Annum. 

and Contribution Towards Gas, Electricity and 
Insurance. 

 
For more information or to arrange a 

viewing please contact Martin Gillett at 
Oxfordshire Play Association on 01865 779474 /martin.gillett@oxonplay.org.uk  

From http://boingboing.net 

 

Oxfordshire 
and district 

play 
partnership 
meetings 

 

The next Oxfordshire Play Partnership 

meeting is on Thursday 19th July from 10.00-
12.30 at Didcot Hub, Park Road, Didcot. 

 

The next Oxford City Play Partnership is on 

Tuesday 10th July from 10.00-12.00pm at 
Donnington Doorstep, Townsend Square. 

 

The next Cherwell Play Partnership is on 
Monday 16th July from 11.00-1.00pm at The 

Forum, Kidlington (behind Exeter Hall). 
 

The next West Oxfordshire Play 

Partnership is Tuesday 7th August from 
10.00-12.00 at Mount House, Witney.  

 
 

PLEASE CONTACT OPA IF YOU WOULD 

LIKE TO FIND OUT ABOUT ATTENDING 
ANY OF THE MEETINGS: 01865 779474. 

mailto:martin.gillett@oxonplay.org.uk
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Community Childcare and Play webpages 
Remember there‟s lots of information available to help you run your club at 
www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/outofschoolchildcare. 
Have you checked out the Great Grub Club website?  It‟s listed on the „Food and healthy 
eating‟ page, http://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/content/food-and-healthy-eating and 
features facts, jokes, quizzes, games, recipes and a „Grow it!‟ section. 

Saturday Specialist Safeguarding training  
The next course is on 14 July in central Oxford, run by Oxfordshire Safeguarding 
Children Board.  See www.oscb.gov.uk.  Click on „Training‟, then „Booking for OSCB 
training courses‟ and „View our courses‟.  It‟s listed under „Play Workers, Early Years and 
Childcare settings - Specialist safeguarding‟.  Call 01865 815843 if you have difficulties 
with booking.  There is no charge for attending this training. 

Congratulations Chalgrove ‘Chill Out Club’ 
The Crookston Shield is an award given once a year by Chalgrove Parish Council for 
good and caring work in the community.  The anonymous parent nomination stated: 
 
“I would like to nominate Chalgrove Primary School after school club (Chill Out Club) for 
the Crookston Shield 2012. 
 
This club allows me and my husband to continue to work until the end of the day knowing 
that our children are being cared for, supported and most importantly having a fun and 
relaxing end to their school day.  
 
Sian Harris who is the main lead in the club and her team plan and provide a huge 
variety of activities and opportunities for each individual including helping with homework, 
treasure hunts, den-making and cooking (as well as some film-watching for those who 
need to relax!) 
 
I am sure that other families who rely on 
Sian and her team would be delighted to 
see them gain some credit for the work 
they do.” 
 
The Team: 
Back row from left to right - Teresa 
Macrae, Playworker; Samantha Dean, 
Play worker and Bev Ibell, Playworker 
Front row:  Sian Harris, Play Leader 

 

Well done to everyone! 

http://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/outofschoolchildcare
http://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/content/food-and-healthy-eating
http://www.oscb.gov.uk/
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Safer recruitment 
Clubs and playschemes must recruit staff and volunteers following 'safer recruitment' 
procedures, to help keep children safe while in their care.  Training and other materials 
have recently moved to the Department for Education website from the Children‟s 
Workforce Development Council website.  You can access the following: 
 
‘Safer recruitment’: an e-learning training course, to help voluntary management 
committees and independent childcare providers learn how to recruit safely and correctly. 
Use the „Safer recruiting‟ e-learning portal on the website.  Note: „Safer recruitment in 
education‟ is for schools and school-managed childcare. 
 
‘Recruiting safely: Safer recruitment guidance helping to keep children and young 
people safe’: a document available in full and summary versions. 
 
There are links to these from the Community Childcare and Play out-of-school 
webpages, www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/outofschoolchildcare.  See „Running a group‟ / 
„Recruiting staff‟.   

EpiPens 
Do you have a child in your setting who has been 
prescribed an EpiPen? (for people at risk of having a 
severe allergic reaction to certain foods, substances or 
insect stings.)  If „yes‟, you must have a copy of the 
document ‘Administration of adrenaline (epinephrine) 
using a pre-loaded injection device for the emergency 
treatment of anaphylaxis for children and young people’.  
This contains the doctor‟s authorisation, agreement 
forms for using the EpiPen, an individual action plan for 
the child, and your training record. 
 
You must be trained in using the EpiPen by a School Nurse or Health Visitor, who will 
also complete the paperwork with you.  This must take place before the child joins the 
club - to protect both you and the child. 
 
If your club is run by the school, you should be able to attend the training provided for 
school staff, and will not have to pay a fee.  If you missed this, ask the school to arrange 
for the School Nurse to come and train you and all the club‟s staff. 
 
If your club is not school-run, ask the parent‟s permission to contact the Health Visitors at 
their GP‟s surgery.  Ask the Health Visitors to arrange training (this may be carried out by 
a School Nurse).  You may be asked to pay a fee, but ask your Community Childcare 
and Play Officer about Inclusion Support Scheme funding to cover this.  
 
If you have more than one child with an EpiPen, one training session will cover them all.  
However, you will need the involvement of the Health Visitor / School Nurse for the 
paperwork for each child.  Training should be repeated annually, while you have the child 
in your club or playscheme.  
 
You should normally keep 2 EpiPens for the child in the setting - taking them with you on 
outings.  These EpiPens must be in addition to others that are kept elsewhere in the 
school for use during school hours, which you might not be able to access in an 
emergency.  Make a note of the expiry dates in your day book or diary, and, if necessary, 
remind the child‟s parents about renewing them. 

http://www.cwdcouncil.org.uk/safeguarding/safer-recruitment/safer-recruitment-e-learning
http://www.cwdcouncil.org.uk/safeguarding/safer-recruitment/safer-recruitment-e-learning/safer-recruitment-in-education
http://www.cwdcouncil.org.uk/safeguarding/safer-recruitment/safer-recruitment-e-learning/safer-recruitment-in-education
http://www.cwdcouncil.org.uk/safeguarding/safer-recruitment/safer-recruitment-resources
http://www.cwdcouncil.org.uk/safeguarding/safer-recruitment/safer-recruitment-resources
http://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/outofschoolchildcare
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Learn more about the revised EYFS 
Come along to an informal briefing. Sessions are two hours long with the aim of updating 
childcare providers on the changes to the EYFS. You can read about the revised framework at 
http://www.foundationyears.org.uk/early-years-foundation-stage-2012/.  The framework and a 
quick reference guide are available to download. 
 
Briefings will be adapted for the various provider types (pre-schools, out of school clubs, 
childminders, children centres and schools) so please book on to the one that best suits you. 
There are sessions all over the county but places are limited (and free!) 
 
The Out of school sessions are: 

 
 
Please book through Step into Training visit http:/learning.myoxfordshire.gov.uk.  

Thursday 21 June Grove C of E Primary School (near Wantage) OX12 7PW 

Thursday 21 June The Roundabout Centre, Headington, Oxford OX3 8DD 

Tuesday 26 June Four Pillars Hotel, Witney OX28 4EX 

Thursday 28 June Foxcombe Court, Abingdon OX14 1DZ 

Monday 2 July The Roundabout Centre, Headington, Oxford OX3 8DD 

Wednesday 4 July Steventon House Hotel (between Abingdon & Didcot) OX13 6AB 

Tuesday 10 July John Hampden Primary School, Thame OX9 3HU 

Tuesday 10 July The Kassam Stadium, Oxford OX4 4XP 

Wednesday 11 July The Sunshine Centre, Banbury OX16 0PJ 

Monday 16 July Badgemore Primary School, Henley RG9 2HL 

 
Book Step into Training Courses online  

You can see all the courses available, book instantly, receive confirmation emails maps and reminders plus you 
can download your own personal training history. 
 
Step 1 Register on the website. Go to http://learning.myoxfordshire.gov.uk  On the right hand side of the page 
click on ‘New users register now’. 
 
Step 2. Create an ID and password. Most courses are free but if you don’t attend you will get charged.  
 
Step 3. You’ll be asked what ‘user type’ you are. Click Childminder, playworker etc 
 
Step 4. You are now registered and are free to book on courses. If you have had any problems registering just call 
01865 797123 and they can help you. 
 

TOP TIP  

To find the briefings sessions quickly just type in the title: revised EYFS  

http://www.foundationyears.org.uk/early-years-foundation-stage-2012/
http://learning.myoxfordshire.gov.uk/
http://learning.myoxfordshire.gov.uk/
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St. Nicolas After School Club applied for and were successful in obtaining a small grant from 
the Oxfordshire County Council (with help from our Community Childcare and Play Officers) for 
a Kelly Kettle and a blender. 
 

We have, to the delight of our club members, used the blender to make smoothies with some 
excess fruit and we hope to make our own recipes and look more closely at nutrition. 
The Kelly Kettle has been an excellent way to introduce more deep and exploratory play into 
the setting involving building a small fire and boiling water. The end result was to make hot 
chocolate.  
 

Following a discussion about various aspects of safety, the children make a fire in the bottom 
section of the kettle. The top half with the water is then placed on top. The students then have 
to keep the fire going by placing materials down the chimney.  We quickly learnt that you need 
a breeze to keep the fire alight—and sometimes it needed it to be made artificially!  Before the 
hot chocolate was made we made sure that the fire has been completely extinguished and left 
to cool. 

St. Nicolas  

After School Club 

(Abingdon)  

and its Kelly Kettle 
By Joanne Graham, Play Leader 

Barracks Lane Community Garden 
 

Have you thought about visiting a community garden with your club?  That is just what 
the West Oxford School Holiday Playscheme did! 

 

They were given an opportunity to visit the Barracks Lane 

Community Garden during the Easter Holiday Playscheme. The 
garden is situated on Barracks Lane, off Cowley Road in Oxford. 

The garden provides various activities, which include Outdoor 

Cooking, Clay Modelling and Weaving, and these are some 
comments from the children: 
 

"I had so much fun today, all the cooking and mixing, 
thank you Elly." (boy age 5) 
 

"Digging was so cool, I enjoyed that most." (boy age 6) 
 

"I made a vase with a flower for my mum with clay, it 

looks so nice, can't wait to paint it."  (girl aged 8) 
 

You can hire the garden just for a donation, they suggest £10–25 per hour.  If you 

want the activities to be provided the charges are around £50 per hour for up to 30 
children.  Activity sessions run during the summer and need to be pre-booked. They 

are run by The Nature Effect, who have experienced workshop leaders, and the 
activities provided are grounded in a philosophy which aims to bring children closer to 

nature. Transport from your playscheme can be arranged, if needed. 
 

If you would like to find out more, please visit www.barrackslanegarden.org.uk 
 
 

 
 

By Masako Sparrowhawk (Community Childcare & Play Team) 



Inspiring Play is produced 4 times a year by Oxfordshire Play Association 
on behalf of the Oxfordshire Play Partnership.  

 

Deadlines: 
March edition: 14th February     June edition: 14th May 

September edition: 7th September       December edition: 14th November 

Next  

deadline 
is 

7.9.12 

1. Children being banned from playing conkers unless wearing goggles 

2. No putting up Christmas Decorations in offices 
3. Trapeze artists being ordered to wear hard hats 

4. Pin the tail on the donkey games dangerous 
5. Candy floss on a stick being banned in case of impaling 

6. Hanging baskets being banned in case people bump their heads on them 
7. Schoolchildren being ordered to wear clip on ties in case they are choked  

8. Park benches must be replaced because they are three inches too low 
9. Flip flops being banned from the workplace 

10.Graduates ordered not to throw their mortar boards in the air 

Over the years, the Health and Safety Executive has tackled some quite incredible myths 
about what health and safety bans or orders people to do. To mark the launch of their new 
‗Myth Busters Challenge Panel‘, HSE has published its top ten worst MYTHS. They say, ―We 
want people to help us to challenge these myths - the time has come to end the madness!‖ 

There are lots of other play-related myths at: 
www.hse.gov.uk/myth/mythofthemonth.htm 

http://www.hse.gov.uk/myth/june.htm
http://www.hse.gov.uk/myth/apr08.htm
http://www.hse.gov.uk/myth/may08.htm
http://www.hse.gov.uk/myth/jun09.htm
http://www.hse.gov.uk/myth/oct09.htm

