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newsletter is produced by Oxfordshire Play Association on 
behalf of the Oxfordshire Play Partnership, a group of 

organisations whose aim is to increase the amount and quality of play opportunities for 
children and young people aged approx 0-19 years across Oxfordshire.  OPP creates and 
updates the Oxfordshire Play Strategy — this and lots of other OPP info is available on 
Oxfordshire Play Association’s website www.oxonplay.org.uk — see under ‘Play 
Resources’. 

For further information about OPP, 
Inspiring Play or any other aspect of play and playwork, 

contact Oxfordshire Play Association: 

Tel: 01865 779474;  email: enquiries@oxonplay.org.uk. 

150,000 hits! www.oxonplay.org.uk 

OPA delivered its first ever ‘Community PLAYback’ event in September—a street 
Playday designed just for the local residents.  It took place in Owens way in Oxford, 
with the residents enjoying zorbing balls, Orinoco Scrapstore activities, table tennis, 
dodge ball, playdough, making smoothies on the smoothie bike, and lots more. 
 
If you know of a street that would benefit from a Community PLAYback event, please 
contact Martin Gillett on 01865 779474 or email martin.gillett@oxonplay.org.uk. 

news Many links are                        if you are reading this 

online - if you have a paper copy, go to: 

www.oxonplay.org.uk/inspiringplay to see the links. 

 

OPA, along with members of the 

Oxfordshire Play Partnership, are working 
on fundraising for new projects for 2015—
free Playday events across the county, 

another Oxfordshire Play Conference, wild 
nature play areas and lots more.  For info, 

contact Martin Gillett at OPA on 01865 
779474 or martin.gillett@oxonplay.org.uk. 

on the Millennium Bridge, London. 
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Chill out Fund : Double your money 
 

The Chill Out Fund provides matched funding to support those working with children and young 
people in Oxfordshire to ensure all children and young people can access positive activities in 
their leisure-time. 

 
Groups can bid for matched funding of up to £5000, for any 
project that promotes access to leisure activities for children 
and young people age 8–19 (up to 24 for those with learning 
disabilities). All bids have to show evidence that young 
people are involved and support the project. 
 
Read the guidance notes, download the application form and 
get more information at: 
 

http://oxcentric.oxme.info/cms/content/chill-out-fund  
 

Positive Activities Fund : The Young People Decide 
 

The Positive Activities Fund (PAF) is funding from Oxfordshire County Council for projects and 
activities for young people aged 11 - 19 years (up to 24 with a learning disability).  
 
Young people must make the applications for funds, and there must be a supporting organisation 
to receive the funds. Groups of young people can apply for up to a maximum of £6,000 per 
project. There is no lower limit. 
 
You can be supported by adults within your youth organisation to apply for the funding but this 
fund is youth-led, which means young people are required to come up with the ideas, write the 
application, and present to the funding panel. Read the guidance notes, download the application 
form and get more information at: 
 
http://oxcentric.oxme.info/cms/content/positive-activities-fund   
 
A specially trained group of young people decides how the funds should be spent. They look at 
the application forms and presentations. They then decide if the project meets the funding criteria 
and award the funds.  
 
Note: Any young people aged 11 - 19 years (up to 24 with a 
disability) can apply to join the funding panel. For more 
information or to apply to be involved please email 
rosie.boyes@oxfordshire.gov.uk  
 

Other funds and more information 
 

To find out more about these two funds and other funds which 
support young people's activities in Oxfordshire, please visit 
www.oxme.info/funding. 

http://oxcentric.oxme.info/cms/content/chill-out-fund
http://oxcentric.oxme.info/cms/content/positive-activities-fund
mailto:rosie.boyes@oxfordshire.gov.uk
http://www.oxme.info/funding
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www.toomuchtoosoon.org 
'What is being required of young children in England is unreasonable,  

developmentally unsound and potentially harmful'  
 

The members and supporters of the Save Childhood Movement's 'Too Much Too Soon' Campaign 
believe that children in England are starting formal learning too early, that the value of their 

creative and expressive play is being undermined, and that they are subject to developmentally 

inappropriate pressures that are damaging to their long-term health and 
wellbeing. There is no evidence to support such an early start and a 

great deal to suggest that it may be detrimental not only to their 

wellbeing but also to their learning dispositions and later academic 
achievement. 

 
The original supporters of the group have now been joined by a unique 
alliance of early years leaders who have come together to express their 

own deep disquiet about the situation.  
 

Read their new Early Years Manifesto - Putting Children First 
http://www.savechildhood.net/putting-children-first.html  

New Oxfordshire charity to support children with parents in prison  
Are you a parent who has a partner in prison? 

Would you like help accessing support for you, your family and your children? 

Would you like the opportunity to meet parents in a similar position? 

Children Heard and Seen has been set up with a view to supporting 
children who have a parent in prison and their parents. Bring your children 

to an activity-led fun couple of hours and have the opportunity to find out 
more about what’s available, have a say in what support you would value, 
and talk to others with similar experiences. 

For children the experience of having a parent in prison and the effects of their experiences can 
be wide ranging and have a direct impact on their lives. We know how little targeted support is 
available and we are focussing our resources on designing support to limit the negative effects 

and give children opportunities to fulfil their potential. 

Please come and join others in helping us develop a service which will enable us and others to 

recognise your children’s needs. For further information on the sessions, becoming a volunteer or 
any other enquiries: 

Please ring Sarah on 07557 339258;  email: info@childrenheardandseen.co.uk 

Review Children Heard and Seen’s website:  www.childrenheardandseen.co.uk  

http://www.toomuchtoosoon.org
http://www.savechildhood.net/putting-children-first.html
http://www.savechildhood.net/putting-children-first.html
http://childrenheardandseen.co.uk/about-us/what-we-do/
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Ethiopia 
Image credit: Csilla Zelko  

Tajikistan 
Image credit: Damon Lynch  

Indonesia 
Image credit: Agoes Antara  

Certain themes run 
throughout children’s 

play around the world... 

Control of the physical 
environment... 

Breaking the rules 
sometimes... 

Exploring the 
wondrous... 

Ghana 
Image credit: Terry White  

Magical Photos Of Children Playing Around The World 

http://500px.com/photo/2967114/i-want-to-be-a-giant-by-csilla-zelko
http://500px.com/photo/30920785
http://500px.com/photo/15661687/-together-we-are-happy-by-agoes-antara
http://www.boredpanda.com/happy-children-playing/
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What other themes run 
throughout play 

around the world? 

Pushing your body to 
its limits... 

 

Understanding  
others... 

Finding out what 
pleases you.. 

Myanmar 
Image credit: Chan Kwok Hung   

Russia 
Image credit: Светлана Квашина  

Italy 
Image credit: Michael Potyomin  

Burkina Faso 
Image credit: Òscar Tardío   

Magical Photos Of Children Playing Around The World 

http://500px.com/photo/13140815/what-does-your-happiness-taste-like-by-michael-potyomin
http://www.boredpanda.com/happy-children-playing/
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Registered childcare settings 
The following Ofsted documents were recently updated (click for link if reading online): 
 
Factsheet: childcare - Childcare Register requirements: childcare providers on non-
domestic or domestic premises 
 
Factsheet: childcare - Childcare Register requirements: 
childminders and home childcarers 
 
Guide to registration on the Early Years Register 
 
Guide to registration on the Childcare Register 
 
Conducting early years inspections 
 
Conducting Childcare Register inspections 
 
Evaluation schedule for inspections of registered early years provision 
 
Framework for the regulation of provision on the Early Years Register 

 
Full info here: http://www.ofsted.gov.uk/early-years-and-childcare 

Safeguarding training  
 

The Oxfordshire Safeguarding Children 
Board run a great variety of free 
safeguarding training.  
Have a look at their website to find one 
near you: http://www.oscb.org.uk 

Information for early education and childcare providers  
From 1 September 2014 the qualification requirements for out of school clubs 
have changed. If you would like to find out more information, speak to your local 
Oxfordshire Community Childcare and Play officer—their details are available 
here: 
 

https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/content/support-and-advice 
 

There you will also find ideas and other play information—including the ideas on 
the next page! 

http://www.ofsted.gov.uk/resources/factsheet-childcare-childcare-register-requirements-childcare-providers-non-domestic-or-domestic-pre
http://www.ofsted.gov.uk/resources/factsheet-childcare-childcare-register-requirements-childcare-providers-non-domestic-or-domestic-pre
http://www.ofsted.gov.uk/resources/factsheet-childcare-childcare-register-requirements-childminders-and-home-childcarers
http://www.ofsted.gov.uk/resources/factsheet-childcare-childcare-register-requirements-childminders-and-home-childcarers
http://www.ofsted.gov.uk/resources/guide-registration-early-years-register
http://www.ofsted.gov.uk/resources/guide-registration-childcare-register
http://www.ofsted.gov.uk/resources/conducting-early-years-inspections
http://www.ofsted.gov.uk/resources/conducting-childcare-register-inspections
http://www.ofsted.gov.uk/resources/evaluation-schedule-for-inspections-of-registered-early-years-provision
http://www.ofsted.gov.uk/resources/framework-for-regulation-of-provision-early-years-register
http://www.ofsted.gov.uk/early-years-and-childcare
http://www.oscb.org.uk
https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/content/support-and-advice
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Grab a torch/flashlight  

 Shadow puppets - this one is a classic. What kid or adult doesn't 
love to make ducks, birds and other shadow animals using 
nothing but your fingers and a flashlight? Find a flat and relatively 
undecorated wall and project onto it the shadow of any animal or 
person or object.  

 Press the torch firmly against your cheek and then open  
 your mouth. The inside of your mouth glows a science fiction 
 red. Press the light against the underside of their closed fingers 
 and watch the red glow emanate from their skin. 
 For the older kids, light a few candles and have them flickering in high, safe places as 

you tell scary ghost stories. Also, your entire troop can gather under a big blanket with 
that trusty torches and read books or tell more stories.  

 Glow in the dark stuff! There is so much out there in the world that glows in the  
 dark, be it pyjamas, stickers, or light tubes. Seeing those items radiate that soft blue or 
 yellow in the darkness is always a treat.  

 
Pinecone Bird Feeders  
Pinecone bird feeders are easy to make. Children can help in every step 
of the process from gathering the pinecones to assembling them. Spread 
peanut butter all over the pinecones. Then press birdseed into the peanut 
butter, until the entire thing is covered in birdseed. Tie a ribbon to the 
pinecone in a loop and hang it from a tree. For easy clean up, put 
newspaper on the table to catch the extra birdseed, and then fold it up to 
clean up the mess.  

 
Icicle Painting  

Draw a thick line of glue across the top of a piece of black card (with 
the paper turned landscape style). Pick the paper up and let the 
glue run down the page. Sprinkle with iridescent glitter. Let dry.  

 
Pipecleaner Snowflakes 

Use pipe cleaners and beads to form quick and easy snowflake 
ornaments. Twist together the center of three large pipe cleaners to form 
the base of the snowflake. Arrange the pipe cleaners so that the ends 
are spaced evenly apart to resemble the spokes of a wheel. Thread 
beads onto each pipe cleaner. Bend the end of the pipe cleaner to hold 
the beads in place. Tie a piece of string to one of the bent pipe cleaner 
ends to hang the snowflake as an ornament.  

From Oxfordshire County Council’s  
Community Childcare and Play Team 
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We have been busy in the OPA Training Centre since our last report...Our Playwork Level 2 
and Level 3 cohorts finished in July with 80% of the learners having already qualified and 
the remainder due to complete by October.  Congratulations to all the learners who have 
shown to be competent in Playwork theory and practice. 
 
Congratulations to Early Years practitioners who have been successful in completing their 
Level 3 Transition Award from Early Years to Playwork.  
 
In July, at OPA’s AGM and 40th Birthday celebrations, 
the successful Level 4/5 Playwork qualification 
learners were awarded their certificates. 
Congratulations and well done to Wendy Boone, 
Claire Cooper, Sue Finney, Michelle Guilfoy, Alison 
Stroud, Ann Dunsdon & Nicola Dixey.  They were 
awarded their certificates by Barbara Slatter from 
Oxfordshire County Council. 
 
The training centre has been successful in seeing a record number of students qualified 
and this is largely due to the wonderful team of assessors and tutors who work closely 
together to meet the learners’ individual requirements..... A big thank you to:  
Elaine Johnson, Janice Bosley, Amy French, Dawn Williams & Claire Hawkes—I am looking 
forward to working with you again as we start the new academic year.... 
 
The new cohorts for Playwork Level 2 & Level 3 have now started, with learners already 
applying for their places on next year’s cohorts.  Please do contact me on the details below 
if you are interested in a Playwork qualification.... We deliver: 
 

 

Contact: Brid Muldoon, Training Officer 
trainingofficer@oxonplay.org.uk 
01865 779474 

Take 5 for Play 

Playwork Level 2 

Playwork Level 3 

Playwork Level 4 / 5 

Level 3 Transition Award in Playwork  

from Early Years 

Training News from OPA 

mailto:Trainingofficer@oxonplay.org.uk
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OXFORDSHIRE PLAY POLICY  
Groups, organisations and others are free to adopt this policy to show their commitment 

to play for children and young people in Oxfordshire. 
 

Adopted by (name of group/other):…………………………....……..……   Date: ………………. 

 
THE IMPORTANCE OF PLAY 
We believe that all children and young people want and need opportunities to play.  

We recognise the importance and value of play in the development of children and 
young people and for the benefit of communities and for society as a whole.  Play 
is essential for physical, emotional and spiritual health and wellbeing and for 
intellectual, educational and social development.  

 
WHAT DO WE MEAN BY ‘PLAY’? 
By ‘play’ we mean activities chosen by children and young people and undertaken in 

their own way and for their own interest, enjoyment and satisfaction.  We 
understand that children and young people need to be able to choose and organise 
their own play experiences but we also recognise the value of skilled supervision 
and support when required. 

 
PLAY IS FOR ALL 
We aim to make our play opportunities welcoming and accessible to every child, 

irrespective of gender, economic or social circumstances, ethnic or cultural 
background or origin or individual abilities.  

 
BALANCING RISK AND BENEFIT 
We recognise that children and young people need and want to take risks when they 

play so that they learn to manage risk for the future. We aim to offer stimulating 
and challenging play environments including acceptable levels of managed risk for 
developing their abilities and responses.    In order to do this, we assess the risk in 
conjunction with the potential benefits for children and young people. 

 
WELL MANAGED PLAY 
We want to create well-managed and maintained play opportunities, so we will aim to 

have in place adequate plans, routines and resources for regular ongoing 
management and improvements. 

 
INVOLVING OTHERS 
We will involve local children, young people, parents, carers and others in the design 

and development of play opportunities and will put their views at the heart of our 
plans and policies.  

 
This Play Policy was created by Oxfordshire Play Partnership. 

Further information about play is available from Oxfordshire Play Association, 
Tel: 01865 779474; Email: enquiries@oxonplay.org.uk; www.oxonplay.org.uk. 

For info about outdoor play spaces, contact Oxfordshire Playing Fields Association: 
Tel: 01865 883488; Email: opfa@oxonrcc.org.uk; www.opfa.org.uk. 

ADOPT IT, PRINT OUT AND DISPLAY! 

mailto:enquiries@oxonplay.org.uk
http://www.oxonplay.org.uk
mailto:opfa@oxonrcc.org.uk


12 

Do you share our belief that PLAY is vital for 
the lives of Children and Young People? 

 

Help OPA to make Oxfordshire the most play-
friendly county in England.  

Become a ‘Friend of OPA’ – and support us to 
continue our work across Oxfordshire. 

 
STANDING ORDER MANDATE 
Yes - I would like to become a ‘Friend of OPA’. 
 
Name:______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Organisation / Job Role: ________________________________________________________ 
 
E-Mail Address:_______________________________________________________________ 
OR 
Postal Address: _______________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
I would like to donate £1 / £2 / £5 Per Month to OPA via Standing Order, my bank details are as 
follows: 
Bank / Branch:  
Bank Address:  
Account Name:  
Sort Code:  
Account Number:  
Signed:  
Date: 
Reference (Surname or Organisation name): 
 
Please state First Payment Date: __________and then 1st of Each Month Until Further Notice. 
 

Instruction to Bank:  Please direct payments to: 
Bank: CAF Bank, 25 Kings Hill Avenue, Kings Hill, West Malling, Kent.  ME19 4JQ 
Account Name: Oxfordshire Play Association 
Sort Code: 40-52-40 
Account Number: 00009290 
I would like OPA to treat this donation and any future donations I make under the Gift Aid 
Scheme. (Please tick if you are a tax payer—it increases the money we get, at no cost to you.) 
 

You may cancel this declaration at any time by notifying us or your bank. 
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P L AY  Q UOT E S :  
“PEOPLE TEND TO FORGET THAT PLAY IS SER IOUS. ”  

David Hockney, Contemporary British painter  

“A L ITTLE NONSENSE NOW AND THEN  
I S CHER ISHED BY THE WISEST MEN . ”  

Roald Dahl, Charlie and the Great Glass Elevator  

OPA - 

CORPORATE 

PARTNER SCHEME 

For the benefit of all our members, users and partners, we have developed 

links with the following companies - please contact OPA for an introduction, 

further information and a quote: 

Tel : 01865 779474 or email: martin.gillett@oxonplay.org.uk 
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By Helen Meech, outdoors and nature engagement assistant director at the National Trust 

Annotated from an article in The Guardian, 16.7.14 

 

I grew up on a farm on the edge of Nowheresville, Hampshire. I was a speccy, geeky kid 
who loved experimenting with nature.  While most of the people at school were 
experimenting with drugs, drinking cider and getting pregnant, I was experimenting with 
frogspawn. I was fascinated by the stuff. I kept a frogspawn collection well into my teens, 

trying to raise tadpoles in the water tanks on my parents’ farm.  

 

Now I work for the National Trust, coordinating our efforts to reconnect children with 
outdoors. I’m the reason why ‘finding frogspawn’ has found its way on to our list of 50 things 
to do before you’re 11 ¾. The 50 things range from the very simple, like climbing a tree or 
running around in the rain, to the more complicated, like abseiling or going on a nature 

walk. 

 

The 50 things are adventures that should be enjoyed by every child. Not just those who can 
get to a trust property. It matters because the problem is we’re trying to do something to 

solve with 50 things is so, so, so much bigger than the trust. 

 

Children in the UK have never been more 
disconnected from nature and the outdoors. We’ve 

all heard these phrases: 

“It’s not like it was in my day.” 

“We used to get thrown out of the house in the 

morning and didn’t come back till tea time.” 

“All kids do nowadays is play computer games.” 

 

We wanted to find out whether or not there was any fact behind them. So two years ago we 
commissioned the colossus of the BBC Natural History Unit, Stephen Moss, to delve into 
what everyone was thinking: that children are retreating further and further from nature. 
What Stephen found worried us. The Natural Childhood report painted a bleak picture of 
children’s connection with nature. Roaming radiuses have shrunk by 90%. The number of 
kids who regularly go to their local ‘patch of nature’ has halved in a generation. 9 in 10 kids 

can spot a Dalek when they see one. Yet a third of kids can’t identify a Magpie. 

 

And as children’s contact with nature is slowly exterminated, they’re getting 

unhealthier, unhappier and less able to take risks. 

 

There are some hefty barriers standing between today’s children and a healthy natural 
childhood. The report lines up busy roads, health and safety culture, ‘stranger danger’, a 
society geared up to see kids and teens in parks as antisocial yobs… The list goes on. And 
it doesn’t hold back when it comes to the part played by big conservation organisations like 

the National Trust. We’re too stuffy; too old fashioned.  

https://www.50things.org.uk/
https://www.50things.org.uk/
http://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/naturalchildhood
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We’ve made nature into something that can only be experienced on reserves, through 
binoculars or on David Attenborough programmes. The report made it plain: something 
needed to change. We couldn’t just sit back and let children become any less connected to 

nature. 

And there’s an extremely good reason why. 

We need nature. We really need nature. There are stacks of 
studies demonstrating a link between access to quality green 
spaces and improved concentration and behaviour, better health 
and increased environmental awareness.  And yet, we don’t really 
need the science – do we? We know that being in green spaces is 
good for us. You just need to go and run around in a park for a bit 

and feel the benefits.  

I can see it with my own daughter, a twenty-one month old girl who likes drawing pictures of 
bugs and making a mess. She’s not all that keen on mud. Despite my best efforts she’s 
always held back when it comes to getting her face dirty or splashing in puddles. Just 
recently I’ve been taking her to a forest school. The first time we went she wasn’t sure what 
to make of it. She stood on the edge of the group and I really had to push her to get 

involved.  Which is why what happened at our second session was so remarkable. 

Suddenly, after being so reticent at the first session, she got it. She and her friend Lucas 
were having a whale of a time, making figures from sticks, flicking mud at each other and 
giggling. She got filthy. I couldn’t get her home at the end of the session. She stood there, 
mud plastering her face, frowning.  “NO, MUMMY!” she huffed. “MORE FOREST. MORE 

FOREST.” 

That's what time in the outdoors does. It’s transformative. You see children who hold back, 
who aren’t sure about things become different people. They run; they play; they explore.  
And all this running, playing and discovery is helping children’s personal development and 

making them healthier human beings.   

There is a way of defying a risk averse culture. And guess what, folks, it’s about taking 

risks. 

Odd as it might sound, we want to give children permission to get outside and make mud 
pies, plant things and race snails. In fact, we want to give parents permission, too, because 
often it’s the parents who need persuading. Once they get out and do it, kids love to play 

outdoors. It’s the parents who have said no. 

And we’re not stupid. We’re not trying to drop kick 
childhood back into a golden neverland of 1950s 
bliss. We know that computer games are fun – 
that they can in fact benefit kids in all sorts of 
ways. That’s why we’re using the web to engage 
children and their families. We need to make 
nature cool. We need to make it desirable. So that 
the next speccy kid experimenting with tadpoles 
and unsuitable foodstuffs on a quiet Hampshire 

farm isn’t seen as geeky or weird, but wild. 

That's when it’s mission accomplished. 

Photography: The Photolibrary Wales/Alamy and Blend Images/Alamy  
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Inspiring Play is produced 3 times a year by Oxfordshire Play Association 
on behalf of the Oxfordshire Play Partnership.  

 

Deadlines: 
Spring edition: 14th February     Summer edition: 14th June 

Autumn / Winter edition: 7th September  

Next  

deadline 
is 

14.2.15 


