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OPA are also in the process of converting our legal status from a  

registered Charity to a Charitable Incorporated Organisation which has 

involved a lot of administration time and effort! 

Brid and the Training team are as active as ever helping all of our  

magnificent students complete their playwork qualifications and Jane is 

still supporting the wonderful Rose Hill Junior Youth Club. You can read 

more about their work inside this issue. 

Julia will be regularly updating the ‘Social Media’ side of OPA to include 

the OPA website, Facebook page and Twitter account, so do please keep 

your eye on these. We have officially retired the OPA Homing Pigeon for 

more advanced forms of communication! 

Please do enjoy this issue of Inspiring Play, we welcome any suggestions 

for future articles, news sections etc.  

MartinMartinMartinMartin    

Martin Gillett, OPA Manager. 

 

 

 

 

Hello everyone and welcome to our first Inspiring Play    

newsletter of 2015. This is the first edition to be  

produced by our fantastic new Play Promotion Officer, Julia 

Graw and I am sure you will agree after reading through this 

edition she has done an excellent job. 

As is usual at OPA it has been a very busy start to 2015. This time of 

year is always hectic, and we have been busy confirming dates and  

locations for this years Play and Activity days. We have also been        

researching and developing some new projects and funding applications 

have been submitted, so watch this space! 
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Keep in touch with news and 

events. 

Visit our website at: 

www.oxonplay.org.uk 

Like us on Facebook 

www.facebook.com/oxonplay 

Follow us on twitter 

@oxonplay 

  

 

 

OPA’s Mission is to champion 

and to support the rights of all 

children to have access to high 

quality, inclusive play opportu-

nities to improve their physical, 

mental and spiritual wellbeing. 

newsletter is produced by 

Oxfordshire Play Association on behalf 

of the Oxfordshire Play Partnership (OPP), a group of    

organisations whose aim is to increase the amount and 

quality of play opportunities for children and young    

people aged approx 0—19 years across Oxfordshire. OPP 

creates and updates the Oxfordshire Play Strategy—this 

and lots of other OPP info is available on Oxfordshire Play 

Association’s website www.oxonplay.org.uk—see under 

‘Play Resources’. 

For further information about OPP, Inspiring Play or any 

other aspect of play and playwork, contact Oxfordshire 

Play Association: 

01865 779 474 or e mail: enquiries@oxonplay.org.uk 
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Happy New Year 

From the OPA Training Centre! 
 
 

As we move in to another year we are happy to announce that our Training Centre has had 
another glowing report from our Cache Centre Advisor, Julie Berryman, after our recent 

Quality Audit.  We came out with a zero risk rating with 
the Centre Advisor commenting that,  

 
‘A very thorough and robust internal quality          

assurance process has been evident through the   
evidence seen today.  As there have been no actions 

identified from this quality audit today the centre 
has once again been given a '0' risk rating’.   

 

Many thanks and congratulations to our fantastic Training 
Team, a job very well done, again! 

Welcome to our new learners who are about to embark 
on their Level 2 and Level 3 qualifications in Playwork.  

The new cohorts will be starting in February, with 
monthly workshops taking place at Henmans and 

planned site visits for observations of Playwork Practice.  
The training team are looking forward to assessing you through your learning journey. 

Congratulations to our learners on our current cohorts who have almost completed their 

qualification, we will publish names in the next edition of Inspiring Play. Here are some 

Level 3 learners below being creative and making Kites as part of their ‘Playing with the 

Elements’ training.                                                     

If you are interested in any Playwork training we deliver the following courses: Take 5 for 

Play, Playwork Level 2, Playwork Level 3, Level 3 Transition from EY to Playwork. 

Please visit our website: www.oxonplay.org.uk or email me,   

Brid Muldoon at: trainingofficer@oxonplay.org.uk  

or phone: 01865 779474  

if you would like more information or want to have a chat 

about training.... 
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Take 5 Training Update 

 

We are delivering a ‘Take 5 for Play’ on the 2nd and 4th of 

March.... This is an ideal way to achieve nationally recognised 

training in Playwork and more.... 

 

Take 5 Sessions include: The importance of play; Playwork and 

teamwork; Play legislation; Good relationships and behaviour; 

Safe play—finding out about health and safety; Safeguarding 

children—keeping children safe. Plus, try out lots of activities 

and games you can use at your play setting. 

 

'Take 5 for Play' is an introductory course in play and Playwork 

that is suitable for anyone working with children and young 

people from 4 to 16 years.  

 

Take 5 for Play provides essential knowledge on children and 

their play for volunteers and seasonal Playwork staff, as well as 

lunchtime supervisors, extended schools staff and other  

childcare workers. The Take 5 for Play training course which is 

endorsed by SkillsActive, now carries 16 CPD points and is 

mapped to the National Occupational Standards at Level 2. It is 

designed as an introduction to playwork and a stepping stone 

to continue on to a level 2 qualification and further.  
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FREE ENTRANCE AND FREE  

ACTIVITIES! 

 

OXFORDSHIRE PLAY AND ACTIVITY DAYS 2015 

ALL EVENTS WILL RUN FROM 11AM—3PM 

We look forward to seeing you there! 

Any questions please contact Martin Gillett on 01865 779474 

or at martin.gillett@oxonplay.org.uk 

 

 

SATURDAY 13TH JUNE CITY – WOOD FARM 

Atkyns Way Recreation Ground, Wood Farm,  OX3 8RE 

SATURDAY 11TH JULY  VALE – ABINGDON 

Southern Town Park, Lambrick Way, Abingdon, OX14 5TJ  

WEDNESDAY 22ND JULY  CHERWELL – BANBURY 

Peoples Park, Banbury. OX16 0AD  

WEDNESDAY 29TH JULY  WEST OXON – WOODSTOCK 

Marlborough School Playing Field, Woodstock. OX20 1LP  

WEDNESDAY 5TH AUGUST  CHERWELL – BICESTER 

Garth Park, Launton Road, OX26 6P  

WEDNESDAY 12TH AUGUST  SOUTH OXON – WALLINGFORD 

The Kinecroft, Wallingford, Oxon. OX10 0DT  

SATURDAY 12TH SEPTEMBER  CITY – NORTHWAY / MARSTON 

Northway Recreation Ground, Don Carr Close, OX3 9RF  



7 

  

Play for Today Report 

 

Anyone who works in play knows 
how fundamentally important it is 

in the lives of our children, both in 

terms of their development and 

their overall levels of happiness.  

However the formidable rise of   
social media, game consoles and 

mobile phone apps suggest that 

children increasingly want to en-

gage with technology rather than 

go outside and play. But a recent 
study conducted by The National 

Children’s Museum challenges this 

perception. 

In October 2014 The National  
Children’s Museum commissioned 

a report in which 2,500 children 

(aged 5 – 11) and adults were  

surveyed to find answers to a 

range of questions about play and 
its role in the lives and develop-

ment of children today. 

The survey found that an over 

whelming percentage of children 

(81%) would rather go outside and 
play than stay in and watch TV. 

The survey also found that that 

the vast majority of parents and 

carers see play as being beneficial 

for their children (99.8%), but that 
despite recognising play as an   

important informal tool for     

learning, parents and carers       

remained nervous about giving 
their children the same freedoms 

that they had as children to 

play outside.  

 

 

 

It found that 50% of parents / 

carers would not let their      

children play out unsupervised.  

In its key recommendations the 

report states “ parents need to 
be provided with the tools and 

confidence to allow their        

children more freedom to play 

outside, or the next generation 
will become even more      

housebound than the current 

one”. 

One way it recommends   

achieving this is through       
empowering parents to work in 

partnership with local councils in 

setting up street play initiatives 

aimed and closing off streets 

and instilling a sense of shared 
trust and collective care within a 

street community. 
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The findings of the National      
Children’s Museum report suggest 

a child’s hunger for outdoor       

adventure and outdoor play has 

not diminished, but in an age 

where outdoor unsupervised play 
is being perceived by adults as   

increasingly unsafe, children are 

turning increasingly to T.V and 

computer games for                  

entertainment. We need to be   
empowering parents and carers to 

give their children the opportunity 

to engage regularly in outdoor play 

and to take reasonable levels of 

risk.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This is vital for a child’s cognitive 

development and for their physical 

and emotional wellbeing.  

As Professor of Psychiatry Kay     

Redfield Jamieson states: 

“Children need the freedom 

and time to play. Play is not 

a luxury. Play is a necessity” 

Further reading: 

●To read the full ‘Play for Today’ 

report, please visit: 

 www.eureka.org.uk/wp-

content/uploads/2014/10/Play—

for-Today.pdf 

●For further information on   

putting on a street party please 

contact Martin Gillett at OPA on 

01865 779 474 or visit the OPA 

website at www.oxonplay.org.uk 
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 Let’s Get Messy! 

 

It’s slime time!! 

Combine 2 tsp of borax with 1 1/3 cup of very 

warm water, add food colouring (glow in the dark 

for a twist!). Make snow slime by adding glitter and 
popping in the fridge for a few minutes so it is cold. 

                                           

Make a mud kitchen 

Build your kitchen outside near plenty of mud and 

water. Some buckets as a stand and a piece of wood 

as a worktop work well. Gets some kitchen utensil 

saucepan, baking tray, wooden spoon etc. Then sim-

ply add water, mud and children for hours of messy 

fun and play! For further info on building a mud 

kitchen visit www.muddyfaces.co.uk 

Glorious Gloop! 

Making gloop is not only a whole heap of fun—it’s 

also a great sensory activity, learning about liquids 

and solids. All you need is 2 cups of corn flour; 1 cup 

of water; 2 drops of food dye and a large container.  

Why messy play is important…  

As with all the best ways of learning messy play is fun for children whilst at 

the same time being an important development tool. As Bernadette Duffy, 

Head of Thomas Coram Centre for Children and Families summarises, during 

messy play: 

Children use all their senses in the process of exploration, especially the 

sense of touch. 

It offers children plenty of opportunities to mould and manipulate materials. 

Messy play taps into children’s curiosity about the world around them and 

their strong desire to  explore and find out more. 
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 PLAY at Rose Hill Junior Youth 

Club  
 

In the last two years, the children  

at Rose Hill Junior Youth Club in  

Oxford have noticed a big difference 

 in their after school club.  The staff  

have been working hard to find out  

what the children (aged 6-11)  

wanted, and discovered that what  

children want to do most is PLAY!   

  

         Oxfordshire Play Association 

were approached by the club’s    

manager (Fran Gardner from   

GreenSquare) and Jane Gallagher 

has worked closely with the staff to 

increase the amount and quality of 

play opportunities on offer to create a rich play environment. 

Brid Muldoon from OPA is also providing playwork training 

and qualifications for the staff. 

An evaluation of Rose Hill Junior Youth Club was    

carried out by ALM associates, and the following 

points were noted: 

●The youth work approach originally taken was ineffective 

for engaging the target users. Play was identified as the 

‘missing ingredient’ at the club. Positive change came when 

a playwork approach was introduced, with Playwork       

Principles becoming the foundation of the club, and play 

workers being employed instead of youth workers. 
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• Numbers have increased from 20 children per week three 

years ago to over 90 children per week now. 

• The skilled and dedicated staff team foster an inclusive, 

safe, respectful, fun and nurturing environment, and use a 

variety of techniques to engage children in play activities 

and free play and to deal with challenging behaviour as it 

arises. The staff team is culturally diverse, reflective of the 

local community. 

• The success of the club has inspired new links with      

parents, schools, and community organisations and 

groups. 

 

In essence, PLAY has been the main factor       

in helping the club to become a place that 

children want to come to. They make 

friends, try new things, help with cooking 

dinner, play games, make things, socialise with people of    

different ages and learn to get along with people. Playing is 

fun, enjoyable, therapeutic and natural, and the club provides 

a space where the children can be themselves. 

For further information about Rose Hill Junior Youth 

Club please contact Fran Gardner, Rose Hill Commu-

nity Worker n 07770 324 277 or email Fran at 

fran.gardner@greensquaregroup.com 
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PLAYGROUND INSPECTION  

TRAINING  

Tackley Village Hall,  

Medcroft Road, Tackley, OX5 3AH  

Saturday 7th March 2015 9.30 – 1.30  

OPFA Members £30 Non Members £40  

The training will be facilitated by a RoSPA playground inspector and will cover the following:  

Outside in the playground  

Hands-on, basic inspection and maintenance, accessibility with regard to requirements of the 

standards, DDA and a brief feature on wheeled sports  

Indoor presentations and discussions  

• Playground management, legislation, standards and guidance  

• Risk assessment, risk management and the benefits of risk in play  

• Playground inspections and maintenance  

• Disability Discrimination Act  

• Playground notices  

• Coping with accidents  

On completion of the course each delegate will receive a certificate of attendance which will 

be issued on behalf of RoSPA. This will give evidence of the playground provider’s commitment 

to health and safety on their playgrounds.  

The cost is £30 per delegate for members £40 per delegate for non-members (non-refundable). 

Please do not turn up at the seminar without booking a place  

To book a place(s) please complete the attached booking form and return with payment to: 

Nicole O’Donnell, Community Development Officer, Oxfordshire Playing Fields Association, Jeri-

cho Farm, Worton, Witney, Oxfordshire OX29 4SZ by Friday 20th February 2015  
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PLAYGROUND INSPECTION TRAINING BOOKING FORM  

Parish Council/Playing Fields Association  

……………….………………………………………………………………….  

Contact name: ……………………………………………………………….  

Address:  

…………………………………………………………………………………..  

…………………………………………………………………………………..  

Tel No / email: …………………………………………………………………………  

Please reserve ………… place(s)  

Enclosed is a cheque for £…………… (NON REFUNDABLE)  

(Cost = £30 per delegate for OPFA members, £40 per delegate for 

non-members)  

(Please make cheques out to Oxfordshire Playing Fields Associa-

tion)  

Delegates  

Name:…………………………………………Email………………………..  

Name:…………………………………………Email………………………..  

Please return the completed form along with your cheque to  

Nicole O’Donnell by Friday 20th February 2015  
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Play Matters - New Earth Trust kit lending library 

 

Play in nature and playful risk taking is 

an important part of learning. We    

believe that children need to develop 

an understanding of the natural world 

around them and to learn how to 

make their own risk assessments. 

Young people grow in confidence and 

skill and become safer people by push-

ing their own boundaries and be sup-

ported to play and learn from mis-

takes.   

Jenny Creese and Phil Pritchard at the Earth Trust work with a 

wide range of young people from tiny pre-school tots through 

primary afterschool clubs, children and adults with learning   

disabilities and families visiting the Earth Trust Centre at Little 

Wittenham in Oxfordshire. We provide sessions on and offsite 

and champion outdoor play and learning for children and    

families across Oxfordshire.   

As part of this work and supported by a Trust for Oxfordshire’s 

Environment Grant we are developing a resource lending library 

for group leaders. We are also organising a series of free     

training sessions exploring the benefits of nature focussed    

outdoor learning and risky play. 

By organising these sessions we hope to support children’s   

centre staff, early years’ professionals, Forest School leaders 

and youth workers. The training will promote practical skills and 

outdoor learning and will support practitioners who want ideas 

and support to run sessions with their own groups.   
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  The first of three training days will be held at South 

Abingdon Children’s Centre from 4-6pm on 17th 

March.  It will focus on the benefits of spending 

time outside with children and families and include 

a short session outside using the resource kits. We 

are planning two other similar training days dates 

and venues to be confirmed. 

   A further session at the Earth Trust at Little     

Wittenham (2-6pm on 20th April) will be an       

extended practical session which will enable    

anyone interested in using the equipment to come 

and try all the resources and learn more about 

practical outdoor activities they can do with their 

groups.  

The resource lending library includes bug hunting kits, a large 

Kadai fire bowl, fire lighting kit, tools for small construction 

projects and equipment for making juice from apples and 

other seasonal fruit. 

If you are interested in attending any of the free   

training sessions or would like to discuss hiring the   

resource lending library please contact: 

Philip.Pritchard@earthtrust.org.uk 
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Children In Our Towns and Cities are being robbed of Safe Spaces to Play 

by George Monbiot—annotated from an article in the Guardian 6.1.15 

Where do the children play? Where can they run around unsupervised? On most of the housing estates I 

visit, the answer is hardly anywhere. 

A community not built around children is no community at all. A place that functions socially is one in 

which they are drawn to play outdoors. 

As Jay Griffiths argues in her heartrending book Kith, children fill the “unoccupied territories”, the spaces 

not controlled by tidy-minded adults, “the commons of mud, moss, roots and grass”. But such places are 

being purged from the land and their lives. 

“Today’s children are enclosed in school and home, enclosed in cars to shuttle between them, enclosed by 

fear, by surveillance and poverty and enclosed in rigid schedules of time.” Since the 1970s the area in 

which children roam without adults has decreased by almost 90%. “Childhood is losing its commons.” 

Given all that we know about the physical and psychological impacts of this confinement, you would expect 

the authorities to ensure that the remaining 10% of their diminished range is designed to draw children 

out of their homes. Yet almost everywhere they are designed out. Housing estates are built on the playing 

fields and rough patches children used to inhabit, and offer almost nothing in return. 

In the government’s masterplan for England, the national planning policy framework, children are men-

tioned only twice: in a catalogue of housing types. In parliament’s review of these plans, they aren’t   

mentioned at all. Young people, around whom our lives should revolve, have been airbrushed from the 

planning system. 

I spent Monday wandering around the new and newish housing developments on the east side of      

Northampton. I chose this area because the estates here are spacious and mostly built for families: in 

other words, there is no possible excuse for excluding young people.  

In the places built 10 or 20 years ago, there is plenty of shared space, but almost all of it is allocated to 

cars. (You can see the photos on my website.) Grass is confined to the roundabouts or to coffin-like     

gardens, in which you can’t turn a cartwheel without hitting the fence. I came across one exception – a 

street with wide grass verges. But they sloped towards the road: dangerous and useless, a perfect waste 

of space. 

This land of missed opportunities, designed by people without a spark of joy in their hearts, reifies the idea 

that there is no such thing as society. Had you set out to ensure that children were neither seen nor heard, 

you could not have done a better job. On the last day of the holidays, which was warm and dry, across 

four estates I saw only one child. 

By comparison, the Cherry Orchard estate just completed by Bellway Homes is a children’s paradise. But 

only by comparison. Next to the primary school, with plenty of three- and four-bedroom houses, it is     

designed to appeal to young families. But in the middle of the development, where a village green might 

have been, there’s a strange grassy sump, surrounded by a low fence. It’s an empty balancing pond, to 

catch water during exceptional floods. Remove the fence, plant it with trees, throw in some rocks and logs, 

and you’d have a rough and mossy playground. But no such thing was in the plans. 
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Other shared spaces on the estate have the charming ambience of a prison yard: paved and     

surrounded by garden fences almost nine feet high. There were a few children outdoors but they 

seemed pressed to the edges, sitting in doorways or leaning on fences. Children don’t buy houses, 

so who cares? 

Throughout the country, they become prisoners of bad design, and so do adults. Without safe and 

engaging places in which they can come together, no tribe forms. So parents must play the games 

that children would otherwise play among themselves, and everyone is bored to tears. 

The exclusion of children arises from the same pathology that denies us decent housing. In the 

name of market freedom, the volume housebuilders, sitting on their land banks, are free to preside 

over speculative chaos, while we are free to buy dog kennels priced like palaces in placeless       

estates so badly designed that community is dead on arrival. Many want to design and build their 

own homes, but almost no plots are available, as the big builders have seized them. 

In Scotland the government is considering compulsory sale orders, which would pull down prices – 

essential when the speculative price of land has risen from 2% of the cost of a home in the 1930s 

to 70% today. A national housing land corporation would assemble the sites and supply the infra-

structure, then sell plots to community groups, housing associations and people who want to build 

their own. 

It goes far beyond England’s feeble community right-to-build measures, which lack the muscular 

facilitation that only public authorities can provide. But it’s still not far enough. 

What if people were entitled to buy an option for a plot on a new estate, which they would then 

help to plan? Not just the houses, but the entire estate would be built for and by those who would 

live there. The council or land corporation would specify the number and type of homes, then the 

future residents – including people on the social housing waiting list – would design the layout. 

Their children would help to create the public spaces. Communities would start to form even before 

people moved in, and the estates would doubtless look nothing like those built today. 

To the Westminster government, this probably sounds like communism. But as countries         

elsewhere in Europe have found, we don’t need volume house builders, except to construct high-

rises. They do not assist the provision of decent, affordable homes. They impede it. What is good 

for them is bad for us. 

Bellway, its brochure reveals, asked children at the neighbouring primary school to paint a picture 

of a cherry orchard, and displayed the winning entries in its show home. “Why not pop over to say 

hello, view our wonderful development and sneak a peek?”, it asks. That’s the role the children 

were given: helping the company to sell the houses it had already built.  

Why can’t we shape the places that shape our lives? 
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14 

Do you share our belief that PLAY is vital for the 

lives of Children and Young People? 

Help OPA to make Oxfordshire the most play-friendly county in    

England. Become a ‘Friend of OPA’ – and support us to continue our 

work across Oxfordshire. 

STANDING ORDER MANDATE 

Yes - I would like to become a ‘Friend of 

OPA’.Name:_______________________________________________________________        

Organisation / Job Role______________________________________________________ 

EMailAdress:_______________________________________________________________OR 

Postal Address:_______________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

I would like to donate £1 / £2 / £5 Per Month to OPA via Standing Order, my bank details are as 

follows: 

Bank / Branch:  

Bank Address:  

Account Name:  

Sort Code:  

Account Number:  

Signed:  

Date: 

Reference (Surname or Organisation name): 

Please state First Payment Date: __________and then 1st of Each Month Until Further Notice. 

Instruction to Bank:  Please direct payments to: 

Bank: CAF Bank, 25 Kings Hill Avenue, Kings Hill, West Malling, Kent.  ME19 4JQ 

Account Name: Oxfordshire Play Association 

Sort Code: 40-52-40 

Account Number: 00009290 

I would like OPA to treat this donation and any future donations I make under the Gift Aid Scheme.           

(Tick if you are a tax payer) 

You may cancel this declaration at any time by notifying us or your bank. 




